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‘This is the w
ay w

e have alw
ays done it’

‘Anne is the only one w
ho know

s how
 to do this job’

‘The auditors w
ill never notice’

‘W
e need new

 staff just to reconcile our system
s’

‘But if w
e autom

ate this, w
e w

on’t need Bill’s position’
‘N

o w
ay w

e can close the year in tim
e for the auditors’

HELP!

Q
uotes from

 a Certain State Finance O
ffice
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The N
eed for an Association and First Steps 

•
The idea of an association?  
•

State agency finance officers –
looking for help from

 each other 
and w

illing to share ideas w
ith others

•
In 1984, prelim

inary exploratory m
eetings at W

ater Resources 
Com

m
ission office –

W
RC Finance Director Chuck Fallaw

host
•

In early 1985, organizational m
eeting at the SCDHEC Auditorium

 
w

ith Com
ptroller General Earle M

orris, State Auditor Ed Vaughn, 
and State Treasurer Grady Patterson present and supportive of 
creating an association

•
In 1985, first official m

eeting at W
il Lou Gray O

pportunity School 
Auditorium

 –
elected first Board of Directors



•
M

em
bership of first GFO

ASC Board included:

•
Chuck Fallaw, W

ater Resources 
•

Jim
 Kirk, Disabilities and Special N

eeds
•

Betty O
nley, State Library

•
Sam

 Grisw
old, Budget and Control Board

•
John Hum

phries, Parks, Recreation and Tourism
•

Yvonne M
yrick-Crum

, State Treasurer’s O
ffice

•
W

ilm
a ‘Bill’ Bellam

y, Real Estate Com
m

ission
•

Doug Haw
kins, City of W

est Colum
bia

N
ote: O

riginal nam
e -South Carolina Association of Governm

ent Finance O
fficers
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•
Initial actions taken by the Board included:

•
Recognized the contributions and support of Earle M

orris, Grady Patterson 
and Ed Vaughn by m

aking them
 Honorary Lifetim

e M
em

bers of GFO
ASC

•
Entered agreem

ent w
ith State Personnel to assist the Association in 

scheduling and coordinating a fall conference (Bud Thurber, M
artha Joye

and 
Jan Latham

)
•

Began research to determ
ine best approach for Certification Program

 for SC 
governm

ent finance officers
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•
First Fall Conference –

O
ff to a G

rand (and w
et) Start

•
Hilton –

River Front on Lockw
ood Drive in Charleston

•
106 governm

ent finance officers registered and attended 
conference (our goal w

as 100 attendees)
•

Tropical storm
 the final day of the conference

•
W

ater in the parking lot over 6” deep
•

A guest speaker had to rem
ove his 

shoes and socks to enter the hotel
•

Ceiling tiles fell during one of 
the sessions    



Years 1 &
 2 –

1985-1986 Highlights:
Chuck Fallaw

 1
st/ 2

ndPresident

O
btained support for GFO

ASC from
 Grady 

Patterson, Ed Vaughn and Earle M
orris

Concentrated on state governm
ent m

em
bership

Chuck
established and served as Chairm

an of 
the Certification Com

m
ittee

N
egotiated contract w

ith U
niversity of South 

Carolina to oversee Certification Program
 

Established partnership w
ith State Personnel 

Training Division to assist w
ith fall and spring 

conferences



Year 3 –
1987 Highlights

3
rdYear President Jim

 Kirk, Disabilities &
 Special N

eeds

Annual conference –
Seabrook Island

Cookout and DJ at Seabrook around the pool –
the 

start of our PARTYIN
G!

N
ational GFO

A President-Elect keynote conference 
speaker

Initiated m
onthly luncheon m

eetings 

Initiated  recruitm
ent of local governm

ent finance 
officers
Initial w

ork on certification program

8
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Year 4 –
1988 Highlights

4
thPresident Jim

m
y Sim

pson, B&
C Board 

Adm
inistration

Conference at M
yrtle Beach

Great m
em

bership grow
th

Im
proved financial condition of association

Changed duesstructure and registration fees

M
ajor effort to involve private sector to support 

association
◦Deborah N

ye leadership in recruiting 
conference  sponsors –

continued for 30 years! 

9
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Year 5 –
1989 Highlights

5
thPresident John W

ood, U
SC Controller –

first 
higher ed president

M
yrtle Beach conference

Strong effort to recruit college &
 university staff

Fee structure changed to add agency 
m

em
berships

Further im
provem

ent of financial condition

Final w
ork on certification program

!
Scholarship program

s planned

10
◦
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Year 6 –
1990 Highlights

6
thPresident Kay Riley, Budget and Control 

Board Adm
inistration

Conference at Hilton Head

First Certified Governm
ent Finance O

fficer 
certificates aw

arded at conference!
◦13 initial CGFO

 aw
ards presented by Ed Vaughn

◦#1 CGFO
 for highest score on exam

s –
Rebecca 

Colem
an, Tow

n of Dillon finance officer (later 
President of GFO

ASC)

N
am

e change: to Governm
ent Finance O

fficers 
Association of South Carolina (GFO

ASC)

11
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Year 7 –
1991 Highlights

7
thPresident Paul Jarvis, State Treasurer’s O

ffice
Paul led autom

ation of m
em

bership records
Scholarship program

s officially initiated, funded, 
and aw

arded at conference; nam
ed after 

deceased m
em

bers:
◦W

ilm
a (“Bill”) Bellam

y, Real Estate Com
m

ission
◦Katherine (“Kay”) Zook, Central M

idlands Council 
of G

overnm
ents

Continued large m
em

bership grow
th

12
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Year 8 –
1992 Highlights

8
thPresident Rodney Jenkins, O

ffice on 
Aging
First new

sletter produced by Barbara 
Derrick
M

anagem
ent under severe state and 

local governm
ent budget cuts

First Greenville conference 
Continued conference m

anagem
ent 

support by State Personnel Division

13
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Year 9 –
1993 Highlights

9
thPresident Deborah Caughm

an, Advisory Com
m

ission 
on Intergovernm

ental Relations (ACIR)
Special interest and focus on Certification program
Deborah spoke at national GFO

A conference
Leadership by Deborah &

 Lenetta
Gray-Brew

ton at national 
level on certification –

grandfathering of our CGFO
 courses

N
ew

 officer orientation begun
Conference in Charleston at the “Juke Box”

14
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Year 10 –
1994 Highlights

10
thPresident M

ary Kelly, DDSN
1

styear that m
ore than one 

candidate nom
inated for each office

Largest group of CGFO
s at 

conference –
16

M
ajor accom

plishm
ent –

hiring of 
director Lynne Lee as Association 
secretary/director; served for a 
num

ber ofyears

15
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CGFO
s Certified in 1994 and 1995
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Year 11 –
1995 Highlights

11
thPresident Rebecca Colem

an, 
Finance Director, Tow

n of Dillon
1

stlocal governm
ent president

“Hat Lady” and great partying at 
conference
Developm

ent of satellite 
luncheons

17
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Year 12 –
1996 Highlights

12
thPresident David Vehaun, 2

ndlocal 
governm

ent president (now
 Rock Hill City 

M
anager)

Fall conference at Hilton Head Crow
ne 

Plaza
Continued em

phasis on recruitm
ent and 

diversity of m
em

bership
Started w

eb site –
David and Bill Schm

idt, 
B&

C Board

18
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Year 13 –
1997 Highlights

13
thPresident Ron Rham

es (now
 

President of M
idlands Tech)

Em
phasis on recruitm

ent of higher ed 
m

em
bers

Added early bird sessions on Sunday
W

eb site fully im
plem

ented –
announcem

ents, m
em

bership listing, job 
announcem

ents
N

egotiated 1
stm

ulti-year contract for fall 
conference

19
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Year 14 –
1998 Highlights

14
thPresident Donald Thom

as, Controller General’s 
O

ffice

N
ational G

FO
A president presented at conference

M
ajor accounting panel at conference including G

ASB 
Chairm

an

Established liaison w
ith neighboring finance officer 

associations

O
btained recognition for G

FO
ASC from

 SC Board of 
Accountancy as “acceptable continuing professional 
education provider”

Established scholarship for accounting students 
@

 2-year institutions

20
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15th and 16th Presidents
The N

ew
 M

illennium
!

21

1999 –
Parker Boulw

are
2000 –

Annie M
cDaniel (current m

em
ber, SC House of Representatives)
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W
here our Presidents W

orked
1985 through 2021

State 
20

Local
10

Higher Education 
6

Total 
36
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‘Get involved’



THREE
SCHO

LARSHIP 
PRO

GRAM
S

Scholarship Program
s

W
ilm

a ‘Bill’ Bellam
y Scholarship (1990)

�$1,500 –
Public 4-Year College/U

niversity

Katherine ‘Kay’ Zook
Scholarship (1990)

�Assistance To Participate in Governm
ent 

Finance O
fficers Certification Program

Founding Fathers Scholarship (1998) 
�$1,000 –

Public 2-Year College/U
niversity



CERTIFICATIO
N 

PRO
GRAM

Certification Program
�

Certified Governm
ent Finance O

fficer 
(CGFO

) 
�

1986 Contracted w
ith the U

niversity of 
South Carolina to Coordinate the Program
�First Certificate Aw

arded to Rebecca 
Colem

an
�

Continuing Education Provided by State 
Auditor’s O

ffice and other SM
Es

�
Acknow

ledged as Continuing Education 
Provider by Board of Accountancy 
�O

btained “grandfathering” by national 
GFO

A of GFO
ASC courses for national 

certification for SC finance officers



CERTIFICATIO
N 

PRO
GRAM

Conferences and Com
m

ittees
�

Spring and Fall Conferences

�
N

ew
sletters 

�
Com

m
ittees

�
Training and Continuing Education       

O
pportunities

�
Exchange Ideas and Build Friendships
�Connections for Job O

pportunities

�
Fun!
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‘Enjoy the Conference’


